
Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 10th January 2018 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:


Councillor Martin Mulleady, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  John Browne, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, 




Micheál Carrigy, Mark Casey, John Duffy, Gerard Farrell, 





Joe Flaherty, Luie McEntire, Colm Murray, 






Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross, Mae Sexton 




and Gerry Warnock. 
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive.




Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance.





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.





Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.
APOLOGY:


Councillor Paraic Brady,



MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole, the Minutes of Special Committee Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 13th December 2017, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Browne seconded by Councillor J. Flaherty, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 13th December 2017, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
Capacity of the Friday 17.15 Train Service from Connolly to Longford.

Councillor G. Warnock welcomed the recent announcement by Irish Rail regarding the 

re-instatement of the four carriages on the 17.15 p.m. train service from Connolly to Longford. 
Councillor M. Sexton proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that  Barry Kenny, Corporate Communications Manager, Iarnrod Eireann, be requested to address a meeting of the County Council regarding  Iarnrod Eireann’s plans for rail services in Longford, particularly the Station in Longford town.
VOTE OF SYMPATHY.
Councillor P.J. Reilly proposed and Councillor M. Carrigy seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to Jimmy Donoghue,Granard on the death of John. 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.
The Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, were noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on the 

8th November 2017as circulated, were noted.

FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that two Public Liability Claims were received during December 2017.

Notice of Motion.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor G. Warnock   -

“I call on the Department of Children & Youth Affairs and the Department of Housing, 

Planning & Local Government to address the disparity in the requirement for private Early 
Years Services to pay commercial rates.”

Councillor M. Sexton proposed and Councillor Carrigy agreed that the correspondence be copied to pobal. 

It was agreed that Minister Zappone be requested to meet a deputation from the Council regarding this issued.
HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE, ENVIRONMENT & EMERGENCY SERVICES.
Adopted Minutes of Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on 

5th September 2017.
The Adopted Minutes of Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee meeting                  held on 5th September 2017, as circulated, were noted.

Adopted Minutes of Infrastructural and Environmental Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 29th June 2017
The Adopted Minutes of Infrastructural and Environmental Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 29th June 2017, as circulated, were noted.
Disposal of of Property at No. 32, St. Mel’s Road, Longford..

On the proposal of Councillor Mae Sexton seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to the disposal of Property at No. No. 32, St. Mel’s Road, Longford to Michael McGarry, Lisnabo, Newtownforbes, Co. Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 15th December 2017.     

Notice of Motion.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor  G. Warnock  -     

“In light of the recent bad weather conditions and the damage to the road network, that this 
Council writes to the Minister for Transport seeking emergency funding to repair the 
damaged  roads.”
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Minister Ross outlining the details of Councillor Carrigy’s Motion.
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, HUMAN RESOURCES & CORPORATE SERVICES, CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES.

Planning Applications.

The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.
Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee Meeting.

The adopted Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy
 Committee Meeting held the 18th September 2017, as circulated, were noted.

Minutes of Planning and Development and Cultural Strategic Policy Committee Meeting.

The adopted Minutes of Planning and Development and Cultural Strategic Policy   
Committee Meeting held on the 25th September 2017, as circulated, were noted.

Presentation on Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy.
Donall MacAnBheatha provided a comprehensive update in relation to the National Planning Framework (NPF) and the development of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES).  He outlined the process involved in the RSES and confirmed the deadline for submissions.  Donall summarised the proposed submission by Longford County Council and asked the Elected Members for comments and feedback which he could include in the final submission.

Concern was raised by the Elected Members that the RSES process was commencing in advance of the final NPF being published.  It remains unclear if submissions to the NPF by the Local Authority have been reflected in the final document.  The potential impact on the Midlands Region and small and rural counties such as Longford was discussed with serious concerns voiced by the Members.  In particular the issue of population allocation was highlighted as a major issue which could directly impact on infrastructural investment and future economic development.  It could also result in restrictions on housing provision and development and the possible dezoning of certain lands.

The Members called for a strong submission to be made which would incorporate many of the suggestions and recommendations included in the Council's NPF submission.  
Councillor M. Sexton called for the Council not to cooperate with the process and to encourage other Local Authorities in the Region to do so.  Councillor M. Cahill confirmed that the Longford representatives on the EMRA Board have highlighted the concerns raised by Longford County Council and have asked for appropriate representatives from each Local Authority to participate in the various working groups and committees. 
Councillor M. Carrigy confirmed that he has already raised concerns with Minister Murphy and would continue to do so.  Councillor M. Mulleady suggested that a separate meeting of the Councillors be scheduled with TDs following the publication of the NPF.  

It was agreed that Fine Gael seek a deputation with the Minister as a matter of urgency as it is anticipated that the NPF would be published in the coming weeks.  

Progress Report on Irish Language Scheme (Official  Languages Act, 2003)

Progress Report on Irish Language Scheme (Official  Languages Act, 2003) , as circulated, was noted.

Nomination of one member to Backstage Theatre Clg.  
Councillor L. McEntire proposed and Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded that 
Councillor Seamus Butler be appointed to Backstage Theatre Clg – to replace Padraig Loughrey.

Notice of Motion.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor G. Warnock  -

“That this Council sends a delegation to Waterford County Council to investigate how the Waterford Greenway was marketed and how to draw down on funding, so we can market the Royal Canal Greenway in the same manner.”
B. Heslin stated that the marketing of tourism in County Longford, including the Royal Canal, will be one of the main duties for the newly appointed Tourism Officer. 

Councillor Nolan reiterated the need to re-examine the Camlin River Feasibility Study, which was commissioned a number of years ago.  The study will be considered by Longford Municipal District.
GENERAL.
Correspondence – circulated.
Letter dated 22nd November 2017 received from the Department of Public Expenditure   and Reform regarding Local Redress Fund was noted.

Letter dated 7th December 2017 received from the Department of Health regarding  Mental Health Issues in County Longford was noted.

Circular F.14/17 – Electoral Amendment (Dail Constituencies) Act 2017 – Revision of  Dail Constituencies was noted.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the
14th February 2018.

Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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